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Background 

HOD 59-2020 took note of and commented the first draft of the overarching preamble for the updated BSAP 

noting that the drafting will continue in DG BSAP in spring 2021. The Ministers of the Environment of the 

Baltic Sea coastal states and the Commissioner for the Environment of the European Commission will, on the 

occasion of the Ministerial Meeting of the Helsinki Commission in Lübeck (Germany) on 20 October 2021, 

agree on a wide range / spectrum of important commitments taken in particular into account the 

implementation of the BSAP within the next decade. 

The Ministerial Statement, drafted by the German HELCOM Chairmanship, is aiming at a more global 

perspective and general political and strategic positioning regarding HELCOM as an important regional 

cooperation striving for measures and actions for achieving a good environmental status of the Baltic Sea 

and providing input to global discussions. 

 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to consider and generally support the idea of an additional Ministerial Statement for 

which the German Chairmanship has provided a very first draft.  

In case of general support, the Meeting is invited to approve the proposed very first draft in general with the 

aim of adopting a final version at the Ministerial Meeting on 20 October 2021. 

In case of general support, the meeting is invited to consider the possible need to include further 

commitments in this statement, bearing in mind the need to avoid repeating commitments already contained 

in the preamble of the BSAP. 
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HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2021 – Draft Statement 

We, the Ministers of/for the Environment of the nine Baltic coastal states and the EU 

Environment Commissioner assembled in [Lübeck (Germany)] [virtually] on 20 October 2021, on the occasion 

of the Ministerial Meeting of the Helsinki Commission, have adopted the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan, 

aimed at achieving good environmental Status in the Baltic Sea. 

Apart from this highly important decision as regards the future of HELCOM’s work, we feel the need to pause 

for a moment and to reflect the particular point of time. 

Committed to protecting the Baltic Sea marine ecosystems and standing on firm technical and scientific 

ground, HELCOM raises its strong voice when it comes to setting the agenda on marine environmental issues, 

both in the Baltic Sea Region, in Europe and beyond. Our Oceans and seas worldwide need by far more 

coherent integrated treatment and the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan will contribute to approaching this 

goal.  

The outbreak of COVID-19 reached the Baltic Sea Region in February 2020. The extent of the serious health, 

ecological, socio-economic and economic crisis in the Baltic Sea Region caused by the coronavirus pandemic 

is difficult to predict at the present time. To all we know, insufficient consideration of ecologic aspects has 

significantly contributed to the present situation. 

Faced by the impact of the global climate change and biodiversity loss, we are committed to turn the current 

crisis into a window of opportunity to enforce the status of Regional Seas Conventions by showing their 

relevance for the needed Green Recovery. By agreeing on the science based and future oriented revised BSAP 

- as HELCOM’s strategic programme - we have accepted our responsibility striving for  achieving 

a good environmental status of our sea, ultimately leading to a Baltic in a healthy state. Not at least marine 

ecosystems, i.a. the Baltic Sea, have to become stronger and healthier, and the management of human 

activities therein needs to become even more sustainable. 

In addition to the several regionally focused concrete measures to protect the Baltic Sea ecosystem, the BSAP 

offers globally relevant knowledge and instruments, thus underlining and strengthening HELCOM’s role and 

position in the global context of protecting oceans and seas.  

Apart from serving as a regional implementation platform for relevant EU and Russian legislation on marine 

protection, HELCOM proves the relevance of regional organisations in responding to global issues and it 

confirms its preparedness to accept and to share responsibility with regard to challenges beyond the limits 

of the Baltic Sea Region: 

• by contributing to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in 

particular, but not limited to SDG 14,  

• by strengthening collaboration with other regional and sectoral organisations and thus strengthening 

the further development of a global ocean governance, 

• by being a partner in the UNEP Regional Seas Programme, 

• by sharing experience and knowledge when representing the Baltic Sea Area in global events as well 

as by including global issues like climate crisis and biodiversity loss into our Agenda. 

The HELCOM BSAP will thus also be a valuable contribution to the global debate. 

As has been stressed by the UN Secretary-General Guterres at the occasion of the opening of UNEA 5 in 

February 2021, urgency for action has never been clearer. Due to the pandemic, 2020 did not become the 

‘super year of the oceans’ as it had been announced and expected. 2021 has been and will be a critical year 

with regard to national, regional and global responses to the crisis of our planet. High Level Meetings on 

biodiversity loss, chemical pollution, oceans and climate have been or will be held. The HELCOM Ministerial 

2021 is an important element in this overall picture. 


